REVIEWS OE BOOKS. 


Retroperitoneal Hernia. By B. G. A. Moyniiian, M.S. 

(Loud.), F.R.C.S.(Eiig.), etc., Assistant Surgeon Leed’s 

General Infirmary. London: Bailliere, Tindall, and Cox. 

1899. 

This work contains the Arris and Gale lectures on the 
anatomy and surgery of the peritoneal fossa: delivered by the 
author at the Royal College of Surgeons of England. 

The author takes up systematically the embryonal develop¬ 
ment of the intestinal canal and the peritoneum, and shows the 
origin of the various peritoneal fossa:. The fossa: of the various 
regions are discussed; first, the duodenal folds and fossa: are 
described, and the diagnosis, physical signs, and treatment of the 
duodenal hernias. The folds and pouches in the region of the 
crectim and vermiform appendix arc treated in the same way; 
and also the intersigmoid fossa and the foramen of Winslow. 

Concerning retroperitoneal hernia of the vermiform appen¬ 
dix, the author shows that it is by no means an uncommon condi¬ 
tion. The appendix may be herniated into the subcrccal or 
lleociccal fossie, partially or completely. Under the latter circum¬ 
stance the organ may be completely out of sight. In one case 
reported by the author the appendix could be found only after 
the most careful search. He thinks that Lockwood’s case of 
so-called absence of the appendix was such an one. The degree 
of this hernia may be very slight, and the appendix may seem to 
be buried in the wall of the caicum for a short distance. These 
conditions, he shows, are responsible, in a large measure, for the 
deviations from the normal in the position of the organ. He says, 

“I do not propose to make any definite statement upon the fre- 
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qtiency of retroperitoneal hernia of the vermiform appendix, but 
1 may mention that, speaking roughly, the condition may he said 
to exist in at least 8 or to per cent, of all subjects. That, I think, 
is rather underestimating its frequency; but for the present it 
may be held to be approximately correct.” 

The book contains reports of a number of cases and photo¬ 
graphs of all of tlie specimens that exist in the museums of Eng¬ 
land and Scotland. The bibliography is particularly full. 

This is a subject that has received too little attention from 
surgeons; and Moynihait has added a valuable contribution to 
its literature. 

James P. Wakuasse. 

Progressive Medicine. Edited by Hobart Amory Hare, M.D. 

Vol. I, March, 1900, and Vol. II, June, 1900. Lea Brothers 

& Co., 1900. 

Dr. Hare has said that it is with the object of presenting 
readable and useful material that these volumes arc published; 
and every contributor to their pages has been asked to say what 
he has to say in a narrative form, and to place his hall-mark on 
the text, so that it shall be a story bearing a personal imprint, 
and shall express not only the views of the authors cited but the 
opinion of the contributor as well. All of this has been accom¬ 
plished in no mean measure. The volumes appearing during the 
past year have been reviewed in these pages. The two volumes 
now before us represent the beginning of the second year. 

Vol. I is devoted to the surgery of the head, neck, and chest; 
infectious diseases, rheumatism, pneumonia, and influenza; dis¬ 
eases of children; pathology; laryngology and rhinology, and 
otology. The surgical chapter is by J. Chalmers Da Costa, and 
treats of many of the same surgical diseases discussed by him 
in the corresponding volume of last year. It is of interest to 
observe the differences of views and teaching which the lapse 
of one year can make. “ The administration of thyroid extract 
in Graves’s disease almost always makes the patient worse, a 
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result to be inferred from the observation that healthy animals 
fed on thyroid develop many of the symptoms of exophthalmic 
goitre, and also from the known fact that the administration of 
thyroid extract in the treatment of obesity has occasionally pro¬ 
duced what appears to be exophthalmic goitre.” The author also 
calls attention to Pitrcs’s treatment of exophthalmic goitre with 
injections of iodoform and ether. 

This chapter contains an interesting discussion on the divi¬ 
sion of the pneumogastric nerve in the neck, showing that the 
division of one pneumogastric nerve can be carried out if surgi¬ 
cal necessity requires it. A series of important cases arc referred 
to. Under the discussion of carcinoma of the tongue the views 
of W. Watson Clieyne are important because of the thorough and 
radical measures to which lie resorts in the treatment of this 
disease. In the first place, lie considers that the tongue is about 
the worst place in which a cancer can arise. The mortality can 
be lessened if the mouth and teeth are carefully cleansed before¬ 
hand. Before removing the longue, Clieyne has all stumps of 
teeth removed, and during two or three days immediately preced¬ 
ing operation he has the mouth and teeth scrubbed three or four 
times a day with an antiseptic powder and washed with a non¬ 
irritating antiseptic solution. The custom of Dr. Da Costa is to 
scrub tbe teeth with soap and water twice a day, and to wash the 
mouth, nares, and nasopharynx every three hours when the 
patient is awake, first with peroxide of hydrogen and then with 
boric acid solution. Thirty-six hours before operation, Clieyne 
injects twenty cubic centimetres, and twelve hours before opera¬ 
tion ten cubic centimetres of antistreptococcic scrum. 

Another valuable discussion is that upon the best age for 
operating upon cleft palate and harelip. The views of Owen, 
who favors early operation, and Delbct, who operates between 
tbe sixth and seventh year, arc discussed. The surgical treatment 
of empyema is brought up to date by a review of tbe recent papers 
on that subject. Several cases of double empyema treated by 
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operation are referred to; and in this connection the following 
statement from 1 reves is quoted: “ It is a striking and apparently 
paradoxical fact that an operation opening both pleurte, which 
if performed on the healthy would be invariably fatal in its effects, 
is a valuable means of saving life when employed in conditions 
of disease.” 

1 'oreign bodies in the bronchi and penetrating wounds of the 
thorax are treated in the light of the recent literature upon these 
important subjects. 

1 he analysis of all that is known upon the subject of car¬ 
cinoma of the breast is embodied in twelve pages of this book. 
It is the best critical resume of this subject that we know of in the 
English language. It should be read by every student of surgery 
who would put himself in touch with the most advanced knowl¬ 
edge pertaining to this disease. 

Dr. Da Costa treats the subject of wounds of the peri¬ 
cardium and heart in the same masterly way. The gleanings 
from the most recent literature upon this subject arc presented. 
It is of more than scientific interest: it is fascinating to the de¬ 
gree of being dramatic. The surgeon who reads this recapitula¬ 
tion of what has been done in the treatment of wounds of the 
heart, and is moved by nothing other than pure scientific interest, 
is fit for strategies and spoils. 

In the treatment of aneurism of the aorta the consensus of 
opinion leans strongly towards the use of wire. Da Costa com¬ 
bines it with electrolysis. The collection of views shows a pretty 
general condemnation of the operation of craniotomy for micro- 
cephalic idiocy. Surgical operations for insanity and upon the 
insane are discussed. A critical review of the subject of opera¬ 
tions for trigeminal neuralgia is given, involving, as it docs, the 
sliong advocacy of removal of the Gasserian ganglion by Keen 

and Sptllcr and the unqualified condemnation of the operation by 
Seim. 

The chapter on pathology by Ludwig I lektocn contains much 
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of surgical importance. That the author is wiser in his own 
generation and specialty than many of his confreres is evidenced 
by the following: “ 1 have good and sufficient reason to believe 
that the announcement by Bra, in Paris, of the discovery of a 
fungus in cancers, which has been extensively noticed in the 
medical press, is nothing but an annoying bit of charlatanry, 
wholly unworthy of the publicity it lias received.” 

Vol. II contains chapters on the surgery of the abdomen, 
including hernia; gynaecology; diseases of the blood, diabetic 
and metabolic diseases, diseases of the glandular and lymphatic 
system; and ophthalmology. The surgical chapter is by Dr. 
Coley, and opens with the subject of gastroptosis. A full dis¬ 
cussion of the operations upon the stomach is given. In the 
treatment of perforating gastric ulcer the words of Lennandcr 
are worth repeating: “ The first essential in order to save a 
large number of patients suffering with severe abdominal symp¬ 
toms is, that we physicians cease to believe that it is our first 
duty in these cases to relieve pain. On the contrary, we should, 
from the character of the pain, form a diagnosis; the important 
part of which is, ' in this case we should operate immediately,’ 
or ' in this case wc should not operate, at least not immediately.’ 
If wc begin with a large dose of morphine or with hot com¬ 
presses we delude the patients with hope, which, in the majority 
of cases, rapidly disappears when the distention of the abdomen 
denotes the presence of a diffuse peritonitis.” Of the diagnosis 
of perforation, Richardson says that with a definite history of 
gastric ulcer the diagnosis is easy. 'Bidwell’s recent contribu¬ 
tions on the subject are discussed, also Petersen’s on the opera¬ 
tions for non-malignant disease of the stomach. Concerning 
gastro-entcrostomy, the progress of the operation is shown by 
the statement of Petersen that at Czerny’s clinic in simple 
cases the mortality prior to 1895 was 25 per cent., while since 
1895 it has been only' 3 per cent. 

The subject of appendicitis is discussed, particularly in the 
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light of Richardson’s recent paper read before the American Sur¬ 
gical Association. In spite of the rapidly increasing literature, 
the question of the time for operating is by no means settled. 
Richardson’s views, however, come pretty near meeting with 
general surgical approval. We reiterate and urge the repetition 
of this of his conclusions: " The rule that needs to be constantly 
repeated is one that calls for the surgeon early in the disease. 
It cannot be repeated too often.” Not only is a resume of Rich¬ 
ardson’s paper given, but the discussion following its presentation 
is also discussed. The author of this chapter gleans not only 
from current periodical surgical literature, but refers also to 
McBurney’s views as expressed by him in the “ International 
Text-Hook of Surgery.” 

Bassini’s operation is analyzed through the view-point of 
L. W. Andrews. The value of this system of presenting a sub¬ 
ject is particularly evident in this chapter. Here are presented 
the views and experiences of three surgeons with regard to this 
operation,—Bassini, Andrews, and Coley: the latter discusses the 
views of the second concerning the operation of the first. The 
result is admirable and satisfying. This chapter also reviews 
Bloodgood’s report of 459 operations for hernia, and also presents 
the author’s experience with 700 cases. 

A service of great value has been done humanity by the 
reports from the Johns Hopkins Hospital on the use of local 
anaesthesia in minor and major operations. During the past 
eighteen months 200 cocaine operations have been done in that 
hospital. Among them were thirty laparotomies, two gastros¬ 
tomies, three cholecystotomies, for empyema of the gall-bladder, 
three appendectomies, and one closure of traumatic rupture of 
the jejunum. In operations upon the intestine, cocainization of 
the bowel has never been necessary. All of these cases healed by 
primary union. 

Hans Kehr, of Ilalberstadt, has operated upon 406 patients 
for cholelithiasis. His reports upon this subject are analyzed. 
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M. L. Harris, on the diagnosis of abdominal tumors, offers 
material for an instructive and well illustrated chapter. The 
mesocolon naturally divides the abdomen into four spaces, he 
says, and by the inflation of the colon a diagnostic help is secured, 
of which surgeons make too little use. 

Chapters upon the detection of calculi by the X-rays and upon 
the use and abuse of saline solutions add much to the value of 
the book. 

The above constitute but an imperfect mention of a few of 
the features of this work. We have no word of praise too great 
for its style or for the fine judgment exercised in the selection of 
its constituent material. 

James P. Wariiasse. 

Les Projecth.es des Akmes fiE Guerre: i.eur Action Vul- 
nerante. Par les Drs. H. Nimier, Medecin Principal de 
l’Armec, Professeur an Val-dc-Gracc, ct En. Laval, Mede¬ 
cin Aide-Major dc ire Classe. i vol. in 12 avec gravures. 
Felix Alcan, fkliteur. Paris. 

In this small hand-book are reproduced the lectures delivered 
by the author as Professor at Val-dc-Grace. The work is divided 
into two parts,—infantry and artillery projectiles. In succession 
are considered the physical and dynamic qualities of each, their 
zones of action and of effect upon the human body as to infantry 
projectiles. Greatest interest at the present time naturally 
attaches to the effects of the small calibre-jacketed projectiles 
used in the arms now adopted generally in the armies of civilized 
nations. The conclusion of these French authorities seems to be 
in accord with American and British experience that wide-spread 
lacerations, so-called explosive effects, arc rarer and less marked 
in the wounds made by the new projectiles than in those caused 
by the old-style balls. The conclusion of the authors is expressed 
thus: 

“ In fact, the difference between the action of the old and 
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tin 1 new projectiles is due to this, tlmt in the old, owing to the 
larger surface of impact, their larger normal calibre, and the 
greater frequency of their accidental deformation, more favor¬ 
able conditions were created for the extension to the tissues 
through which they passed of their destructive effects. On the 
other hand, the notably greater velocity at near distances of the 
new projectiles is not sufficient to compensate for the inferior 
wounding power due to their smaller calibre and freedom from 
deformation.” 

It is now evident, from abundant experience, that the sur¬ 
gery of the new projectile is of a simpler and more hopeful char¬ 
acter than that which attached to the old, large-calibrcd, soft pro¬ 
jectiles. The changes wrought in military affairs by the new 
arms are rather of a strategic than of a surgical character. 

Lewis S. Pilcheu. 

A Manual or Suugicai. Tkkatmknt. By W. Watson Ciieynk 
and F. F. Huyhakd. In seven volumes. Vol. III. Pp. 305, 
with too illustrations. 

The third volume of this work (see Annai.s or Surgery, 
April, tgoo) is devoted entirely to the surgery of the osseous 
system,—fractures, diseases of bone, and amputations. 

This section of the manual is very good, and must prove of 
great practical value. As in the preceding volumes, there is still 
some tendency to dwell rather too much on certain old-fashioned 
apparatus and procedures, while some valuable “ modern" 
methods arc either treated too briefly or not at all. Although 
the X-rays belong properly to a treatise on diagnosis, it is sur¬ 
prising that this adjuvant to treatment fails of mention in this 
work. 

The direct fixation of fractures by operative interference 
is considered very fully. Tt is rather to he regretted that the 
methods of pegging, wiring, etc., are so well illustrated and de¬ 
scribed, as they give the tyro a false impression of the useful- 
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ness of these procedures. The authors scent to use and recom¬ 
mend tlle «sc of bone chips for filling bony defects, while the 
majority of surgeons who resorted to this method eight or ten 
years ago have long since been disabused of their illusions con¬ 
cerning its usefulness. 

Wyeth’s bloodless amputation at the hip is not approved of 
by the authors. Properly adjusted, the pins usually secure perfect 
bloodlessncss; but in the rare occasions where greater control is 
needed, direct pressure on the external iliac through a harmless 
“gridiron” incision is a most admirable measure, although not 
described by the authors. Objections to Pirogoff’s operation pre¬ 
vent the authors from even giving a description of this valu¬ 
able amputation. As modified by the Gunther oblique section 
of the bone, the author’s criticisms seem to be entirely un¬ 
warranted. 

Charles L. Giuson. 


ERRATA. 

In Dr. Stimson’s article on “ Cubitus Varus” in the October 
number certain errors were made in numbering the illustrations 
which may mislead. Fig. 2 represents the same specimen as 
1 ' ig. 4 and should be correspondingly numbered. The first speci¬ 
men is not represented by an illustration; the reference of it 
to Fig. 2 should therefore be eliminated. “ Fig. 5” should read 
“ F>g- 7 .” and " Fig. 7” should read “ Fig. 5.” 
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